
SOME BASIC CODE REQUIREMENTS FOR HOMES WITH ACCESSORY APARTMENTS 
 
 
means of escape 
 
Every sleeping room and every living area shall have at least one primary and one secondary 
means of escape.  (Exception:  a secondary means of escape shall not be required if the sleeping 
room or living area has a door leading directly to the outside of the building at, or to, grade level.) 
 
The primary means of escape shall be a door or stairway providing unobstructed travel to the 
outside of the building at ground level. 
 
The secondary means of escape shall be one of the following: 

   a.  A door, stairway, passage or hall providing unobstructed travel to the outside of the 
        building at ground level and which is independent and remote from the primary means 
        of escape. 

   b.  A window meeting the following requirements: 
           - The lower sill is within 20 feet of the ground. 
           - The window has a clear opening with a minimum width of 20" and minimum height 
                  of 24", resulting in at least a 5.0 square foot opening (5.7 if a new window). 
           - The bottom of the opening is within 44" of the floor. 
           - The window is easily opened without the use of a key, tool or special knowledge.             

   c.  A passage through an adjacent non-lockable space, independent and remote from the 
        primary means, to any approved secondary means of escape (a or b). 
 
No path of travel in a means of escape from any room to the outside shall be through a room 
or dwelling unit not under the immediate control of the occupant of the first room or through a 
bathroom or other space subject to locking. 
 
No door in the path of travel of a means of escape shall be less than 28" wide. 
 
 
smoke and carbon monoxide alarms 
 
(Good combination alarms are available.)  Approved alarms must be installed at least outside all 
sleeping areas and on each floor of the building including the basement.  Additional alarms may 
be required.  They must:  a) be powered by the building's electrical system,  b) have battery back-
up,  and c) be inter-connected. 
 
 
halls, stairways and landings
 
…shall have a minimum of 36" clear width. 
 
 
the furnace
 
…must be in a space enclosed by rated walls and door or have an automatic sprinkler installed 
above it. 
 
 
lead paint
 
If the building was built before 1978, it must be checked for lead paint and, if present, the lead 
paint must be properly removed. 
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